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Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Treasury § 19.648 

Subpart W—Production of Vinegar 
by the Vaporizing Process 

VINEGAR PLANTS IN GENERAL 

§ 19.641 Application. 

(a) In general. This subpart covers the 
production of vinegar by the vaporizing 
process. It prescribes rules regarding 
the qualification, location, construc-
tion, and operation of vinegar plants 
and the maintenance of records of oper-
ations at vinegar plants. 

(b) Application of other regulations. As 
a general rule, the provisions of sub-
parts A through V and subpart X of 
this part do not apply to vinegar plants 
using the vaporizing process. However, 
the following sections do apply to vin-
egar plants using the vaporizing proc-
ess: § 19.1 (definitions); § 19.11 (right of 
entry and examination); § 19.12 (fur-
nishing facilities and assistance); § 19.52 
(restriction on locations of plants); 
§ 19.55 (other businesses); § 19.79 (reg-
istry of stills); § 19.573 (location of re-
quired records); § 19.574 (availability of 
records); § 19.575 (retention of records); 
and § 19.576 (preservation of records). 

(26 U.S.C. 5501–5505) 

QUALIFICATION, CONSTRUCTION, AND 
EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR VIN-
EGAR PLANTS 

§ 19.643 Qualification requirements. 

Before beginning the business of 
manufacturing vinegar by the vapor-
izing process, a person must make 
written application to the appropriate 
TTB officer and receive approval of the 
application from TTB. The application 
must include: 

(a) The applicant’s name and prin-
cipal business address (including the 
plant address if different from the ap-
plicant’s principal business address); 

(b) A description of the plant prem-
ises; 

(c) A description of the operations to 
be conducted; and 

(d) A description of each still, includ-
ing the name and address of the owner, 
the kind of still and its capacity, and 
the purpose for which the still was set 
up. 

(26 U.S.C. 5502) 

§ 19.644 Changes after original quali-
fication. 

If there is any change in the informa-
tion that was provided in an approved 
application, the proprietor of the vin-
egar plant must immediately notify 
the appropriate TTB officer in writing 
of the change. The notice must identify 
the change and the effective date of the 
change. 

(26 U.S.C. 5502) 

§ 19.645 Notice of permanent dis-
continuance of business. 

If the proprietor of a vinegar plant 
decides to permanently discontinue op-
erations, the proprietor must so notify 
the appropriate TTB officer in writing. 
The proprietor must include in the no-
tice a statement regarding the status 
of each still. 

(26 U.S.C. 5502) 

§ 19.646 Construction and equipment 
requirements. 

The proprietor of a vinegar plant 
must construct and equip the plant to 
ensure that: 

(a) The distilled spirits vapors that 
are separated by the vaporizing process 
from the mash are condensed only by 
introducing them into the water or 
other liquid used in making the vin-
egar; and 

(b) The distilled spirits produced are 
accurately accounted for and are se-
cure from unlawful removal from the 
premises or from unauthorized use. 

(26 U.S.C. 5502) 

RULES FOR OPERATING VINEGAR PLANTS 

§ 19.647 Authorized operations. 
After approval of an application by 

TTB, a plant qualified for the produc-
tion of vinegar may only: 

(a) Produce vinegar by the vaporizing 
process; and 

(b) Produce distilled spirits of 30° of 
proof or less for use in the manufacture 
of vinegar on the vinegar plant prem-
ises. 

(26 U.S.C. 5501) 

§ 19.648 Conduct of operations. 
A vinegar manufacturer qualified 

under this subpart may: 
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